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Summary

«Across the Kidron Brook, Where There Was a Garden»
(John 18:1): Two Old Testament Allusions and the Theme
of the Heavenly King in the Johannine Passion Narrative

The aim of the present paper is to show that John 18:1 includes two Old
Testament allusions to the christological theme of Jesus as the heavenly
king, which is generally dominant in the Johannine passion narrative. These
are the references to Jesus crossing of the Kidron brook and to his entering
a nearby garden.

I. In 2 Sam 15:23 David crosses the Kidron brook and ascends the
Mount of Olives while fleeing from Absalom. The crossing of the Kidron
brook is a common motif between this Old Testament narrative and the
Johannine passion narrative, not to be found anywhere else in the Bible.
There is much in common in both stories: Both David and Jesus are kings,
they are persecuted, they are betrayed by very close persons, they cross the
Kidron brook and ascend the Mount of Olives followed by their own
people, they prevent their followers becoming hostile against their own
opponents. However, David is an earthly king. He punishes his son for his
previous crime. He is not aware of the approaching danger, until someone
informs him about it. He tries to save himself by fleeing, he suffers for his
own destiny, he attracts a number of people who are willing to follow him.
Later he sends his army to battle, defeats his enemies and returns to
Jerusalem as its victorious king. Finally, he irrevocably dies and is buried.
Jesus, on the other hand, is the heavenly king. He does not punish anybody.
He knows of Judas’ betrayal and of his coming death, but he does not try
to save himself. His path to death is not his irrevocable fate, but his willing
sacrifice for the salvation of the world. During his arrest he is abandoned
and one of his closest disciples denies him. He does not have an army and
he is not saved from death in the end. However, he comes back to life and
returns to his heavenly Father as the heavenly king of the world.

II. John does not refer in 18:1 to the Mount of Olives, which is situated
on the other side of the Kidron brook opposite to Jerusalem. He chooses
instead the vague word »mmog to characterize the last destination of Jesus
before his arrest. This word not only belongs to the introduction, but also
to the conclusion of the Johannine passion narrative (19:41). According to
the combined information of 2 Kings 25:4; Jer 52:7; Neh 3:15; Neh 3:16
(LXX) and 1 Kings 2:10, the city of David included the so called “king’s
garden”, as well as David’s tomb also situated within a garden. In John 18:1
Jesus is portrayed entering a garden also located near the Kidron valley.
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Although this was not the Old Testament king’s garden, it was where Jesus’
revealed his kingly and divine majesty and authority (18:4-12). Jesus’ burial
has also royal characteristics (19:39-42). The reason for the garden’s
anonymity in John might be that he intended to associate the two gardens
of the passion narrative with the Old Testament king's garden and the
garden of the “tombs of the kings™ respectively, thus underlining Jesus’
kingly identity.

III. According to the above it seems possible that through the
topographical note about the Kidron brook in 18:1 john intended to prompt
the reader to compare Jesus’ path towards his passion with David’s fleeing
from Absalom. Such a comparison would make clear that Jesus is a king of
a totally different kind, since his knowledge, power, reactions, behavior and
also his final destiny are completely different from those of David. Had John
here referred to the Mount of Olives or to Gethsemane, he would have
linked the Johannine scene of Jesus’ arrest with the parallel Synoptic
tradition and broken its link with the “king's garden” as well as with the
garden of David’s tomb. In this case the intended link with the Old Testament
royal tradition could have been totally lost at this point.




