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Abstract

Much of scripture is rhetoric, literature that the author hopes will eftect a
specific change. In certain passages the author seeks to persuade the reader to have a
change of heart, to repent. Such passages illuminate the relationship between text,
reader and authorial intent. Their reception by, and influence on, readers can help
explain why scripture retains its mystery, power and status within interpretive

communities.

This thesis assesses the rhetorical dynamics of the call to repentance in the
[Laodicean pericope of Rev 3:14-22.

This study shows the debt the Laodicean call owes to previous biblical
repentance calls and examines the repentance theme in Revelation, including a motif
strategy 1n which repentance symbols from the letters recur as rhetorical reinforcers. The
behavioural changes sought by the author are also examined. Archaeological and text-
critical approaches have tended to obscure the rhetorical power and theological focus of
all seven letters (Rev 2:1-3:22) and this 1s seen to have been recovered in more recent
literary approaches.

This passage has a fascinating history of influence (Wirkungsgeschichte). 1t seeks
to persuade and has done so to great effect, as demonstrated by two communities which

believed themselves to be prophetically identitied by it. These are Thomas Brightman

and his school in seventeenth-century England and the early Seventh-day Adventist

-



church in nineteenth-century America. The Laodicean letter’s influence on them
demonstrates that it is a link in a long chain of influences in religious thought.

The Laodicean call to repent achieves its rhetorical power via a ‘carrot and stick’
dynamic, with threats and promises acting as a self-renewing motivator. Its effect on
audiences 1s considerable because readers readily recognise themselves in the
descriptions of spiritual conceit and lukewarmness.

The influence of Rev 3:14-22 demonstrates the rhetorical genius of the text and

the dynamic nature of certain text-reader relationships.
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Chapter One

Introduction to the Themes and Concerns of the Thesis

A. The effect of Texts - Wirkungsgeschichte

This 1s a thesis about the far-reaching influence of a prophetic utterance. That
prophetic utterance is the Laodicean ‘letter’’ of Rev 3:14-22, in particular the
repentance call that 1s at its core. The questions that will be asked of this text include,
what aspects of intertextuality does it have with the rest of Revelation? In what ways did
the author seek to ensure that it was effectively persuasive to his audience? What
influences on the author gave rise to the form and content of this passage? What
influences and effects has this text subsequently had during its history of interpretation,
particularly amongst those who identified with it in a dynamic fashion? And, how have
certain methodological approaches to the text obscured or revealed its persuasive
dynamics?

No text, sacred or otherwise, stands in isolation. It 1s first born of an author’s

desire to communicate meaning and it 1s shaped primarily by the author-audience

'Some authors refer 1o the seven pericopes of Revelation 2 and 3 as ‘letters’. others refer to
them onlv as "messages. They are not personal epistles and they are highly formulaic but as Kirby
points out “(t)he comparison with a lctter — especially one designed to be read aloud to an audience is
quitc closc™. J T Kirby. "The Rhctorical Situation of Revelation 1-37. New Testament Studies 34
(1988). p. 201. Schisslcr Frorenza on the other hand states firmly that “(t)he so called “seven letters’
arc not real Ictters. Rather they function as messages that all follow the same rhetorical pattern.” E
Schiissler Fiorenza. Revelation: Vision of a Just World (Edinburgh: T & T Clark. 1993). p. 53. This
thesis uses both terms intcrchangeably as many other works do. but is in general agrecment with
Schiissler Fiorenza s position.
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Introduction to Themes and Concerns

dynamic. But other factors can be very influential. These can come from the pre-
supposition pool common to author and audience, the Sitz im Leben, and the cultural,
religious and literary background of the author. Once uttered, that text goes on to exert
influences and effects for at least as long as i1t 1s considered to be in some way inspired
or canonical, especially when i1t 1s empowered with the attributes associated with sacred
texts.” By exploring the influences working on a text, as well as the influence that it has
exerted, it becomes evident that, like many sacred texts, 1t 1s a link in a long chain of
influences in sacred thought and religious experience - part of an observable stream of

cOnsclousness.

1. Still A Neglected Field?

Over the last two decades some attempt to develop the history of biblical textual
influence into an academic discipline has been made, and a small but increasing amount
of research has been undertaken in this cross-disciplinary field. This area of academic
research 1s sometimes known by the German term Wirkungsgeschichte. (This term will
be discussed in more detail below.) However, there is still an understandable reluctance
to venture too far into this area of research, to go beyond what a text may have meant at
the time of the original text/author interface. It i1s still generally believed that the
meaning that a text had at the time of its origin supersedes all other subsequent

meanings by a large factor.” Indeed “it is often held that the theological significance of a

"B Childs. The New Testament as Canon (London: SCM Press. 1984). pp. 514-517. and
Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture (London: SCM Press. 1979). pp. 74-83.

'F Watson. Text. Church and World: Biblical Interpretation in Theological Perspective
(Edinburgh: T & T Clark. 1994). discusses this stubborn problem in biblical studics. pp. 3-14.
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Introduction to Themes and Concerns

text may be derived from its literal, historical meaning without any need for an additional

disciplinary framework.”*

It 1s perhaps not too surprising that few wish to study the effects a text has had
on human history, society, art, philosophy and belief. For one thing cross-disciplinary
skills and knowledge are needed, and for another the volume of the potential subject
matter 1s almost overwhelming. Choices have to be made and limitations set, as indeed 1s
evident from the work that has been done in this area thus far.

This current thesis 1s a modest foray into this realm. It has also had to be limited,
and justification for those limitations and choices will be given below.

Nevertheless the need for more work 1n this genre of research 1s recognised. The
appeals for this kind of work to be undertaken continue to go out, and in small numbers
those calls are being met by some fascinating works of scholarship. One such call was
made by as significant a figure in biblical studies as Heikki Raisanen in his noted article
“The Effective ‘History’ of the Bible: A Challenge to Biblical Scholarship?”> Under the
initial heading “A Neglected Field” Rédisdnen relates that a very early proponent of the
study of the historical effect of biblical texts was a student of Harnack, Ernst von
Dobschitz.® Sadly his work was not followed up by other scholars and the field was still

a neglected one, in Rdisdnen’s opinion, as recently as 1992. In tact, “It has been all but

ignored by the exegetical guild.””’

‘Ibid.. p. 13.

"H Riisinen. “The Effective "History™ of the Bible: A Challenge to Biblical Scholarship?”.
Scottish Journal of Theology +45 (1992): 303-324

°Ibid.. p. 303.

Ibid.
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Introduction to Themes and Concerns

2. Work Achieved and Proposed on Biblical Influence

A number of articles, books, theses and other research endeavours have been
written relatively recently, covering different areas of biblical material. Some of the most
significant, as Raisdnen acknowledges,’ is the body of work that Ulrich Luz has
produced on Matthew’s Gospel. Luz’s first major piece of research in this area was a
commentary’ which follows the standard commentary format with the addition of a
Wirkungsgeschichte section for each Matthean pericope. This volume demonstrates one
of the challenges of this approach — bulk of material. Luz’s first weighty volume only
covered the first seven chapters of Matthew.'® Luz has further focused his study of the

history of interpretation and influence in Matthew in History."

A few other works in New Testament research have also been produced.'” An
example, on a smaller scale, but a very recent piece of research, and one with some
relevance to this thesis, was a paper given at the 1998 SBL/AAR annual conference. In
“Waco Apocalypse: the Book of Revelation in the Branch Davidian Tradition” Kenneth
Newport sought to demonstrate how the effects of the interpretation of Rev 13:11 by
the follows of David Koresh fatally contributed to the Waco tragedy.

An example from Old Testament scholarship 1s John Sawyer’s The Fifth

'* which is an examination of the usage of Isaiah within Christianity focusing

Gospel

“Ibid.. pp. 310-313.

U Luz. Matthew 1-7 (Edinburgh: T & T Clark. 1989).

""The full German work runs to three large volumes. U Luz. Das Evangelium nach Matthéus,
Vol. I-1I1. Evangelisch-katholischer Kommentar zum Neuen Testament (Zurich: Benziger Verlag.

1989-1997).
"'U Luz. Matthew in History: Interpretation, Influence and Effect (Minneapolis: Fortress Press.

1994).
'“Réisanen. gives some examples of work done in the 1980s. pp. 305-307 and 310-312.

""On the interpretation of Revelation 2-3 by Koresh and his followers see below. p. 317.

"J F A Sawver. The Fifth Gospel: Isaiah in the History of Christianity (Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press. 1990).
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Introduction to Themes and Concerns

particularly on its influence on Christology. Sawyer acknowledges that this is only a
partial study of the subject of Isaiah’s influence and that additional volumes would be
needed to trace its Wirkungsgeschichte in Judaism and Islam.” Although Sawyer
iIncludes examples of Christian art and music inspired by Isaiah his focus 1s probably
closer to a history of interpretation than Riisdnen’s concept of ‘effective history’.
Church historians have also begun to look at the Bible’s influence on social and
political history as well as 1ts more obvious relationship with ecclesiastical history. Again
the volumes of maternal generated by such research are daunting. The highly respected
historian of the seventeenth century, Christopher Hill, includes a chapter entitled “Some
Biblical Influences”'® in his work on the English Bible in the seventeenth century but
readily admits that “there 1s far more to be said about the Bible’s influence then than 1

9 17

can manage to say in a single chapter.” ' What 1s more Hill restricts his investigation

mostly to the literary influence of Scripture.
The influence of the Bible on specific political and sociological phenomena can

also be included in this discipline. One such work is Prior’s The Bible and Colonialism,'®

which looks in particular at the influence of the Abraham and Exodus narratives on
Third World European colonialism, as well as on Zionism."~ Prior mainly looks at the

misuse of the Bible by colomialists for the justification of oppression and expansionism,

| S L <
[bid.. pp. 5t
'°C Hill. The English Bible and the Scventcenth Century Revolution (London: Allen Lane.

1993). pp. 335-369.
""Tbid.. p. 333.
"M Prior. The Biblc and Colonialism. The Biblical Seminar. 48 (Sheffield: Sheffield

Academic Press. 1997).
"Ibid.. pp. 48fT. and pp. 106f respectively.

18




Introduction to Themes and Concerns

but the influence that the text itself has had is explored to a lesser extent as well °" Prior
also recognises the necessity of limitations to studies of biblical influence, even citing
Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle as a mitigating factor.*’

Projects on a larger scale have also focused on Wirkungsgeschichte. One of the
stated aims of the Lvangelisch-katholischer Kommentar zum Neuen [estament series, 1n
which Luz’s commentary on Matthew originally appeared, 1s to include the eflfective
history of texts with the more traditional material normally found in a commentary
series. However, Riisdnen believes that Luz’s work 1s the only one in the series that
really tackles the issue.”” The cross-disciplinary King’s College project that produced the

Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation™ in 1990 helped make the history of interpretation,

and thus to some extent the history of influence, more accessible to the student. It
acknowledges that interpretation involves “a ‘conversation’ between text and reader,
and perhaps where a tradition 1s involved, a multiplicity of conversations stretching back
maybe for centuries.””* It is quite a telling support of Raisdnen’s lament that the co-
editors of this dictionary should admit in the preface that “neither of us had really
appreciated the full extent of the ways in which the Bible has been perceived, or the
importance it has had in different areas of religious and cultural life.”” Another

collection of research that focuses on the literary impact of scripture 1s the Dictionary of

“"For an example of the analysis of the effects of the misuse of Revelation see K G C Newport.
“Revelation 13 and the Papal Antichrist in Eighteenth-Century England: A Study 1n New Testament
Eisegesis’ . Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester 79 (1997): 91-103.

~'Prior. pp. 13-14. In other words you can only analysc one aspect of a phenomenon at a time
without corrupting the data or one's analysis of 1t.

--Raisinen. p. 310.

~'R L Coggins and J L Houlden (eds.). A Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation (London: SCM
Press. 1990).

“bid.. p. v.

~Tbid.
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Introduction to Themes and Concerns

Biblical Tradition in English Literature.” This volume goes beyond being a list of

citations and purely literary discussion, to explore some of the ways in which certain
biblical texts, phrases and motifs have aftected English language and thinking.

Other research and publishing projects include an on-going series of papers on
the history of the interpretation of Romans by the ‘Romans’ group of the Society of
Biblical Literature, and a forthcoming commentary series to be published by Blackwells.
This latter plans to have Wirkungsgeschichte as a major component in each volume.”’ It
remains to be seen whether it will succeed in this where the Evangelisch-katholischer

Kommentar tailed. The advent of the journal Biblical Interpretation in 1993 has also

allowed tor some contributions to be made 1n this field.

3. Work on the History of the Influence of Revelation

Not much material had been produced on the Wirkungsgeschichte of the
Apocalypse until relatively recently. But this was hardly because of any lack of influence
or effect that Revelation has had on human history. Ever since its composition at the end
of the first century”® that influence has been immense. Indeed, in D H Lawrence’s
opinion “it has had, and perhaps still has more influence, actually, than the Gospels or
the great Epistles.”” The reticence to delve into this subject may have been because it is

so vast, so far-ranging and, in some cases, uncomfortable to deal with. There have been

D L Jeffrey (ed.). A Dictionary of Biblical Tradition in English Literature (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans Publishing. 1992).

~'General editors of the series will be J Sawver and C Rowland with the first volumes due to
appear 1n 2001

““This thesis accepts the majority view that Revelation was written during the reign of
Domitian. ¢. 95 CE. See the extensive recent discussion on dating Revelation in D E Aune. Revelation
1-5. Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word Books. 1997). pp. /vi-/xx.

=D H Lawrence. Apocalypse (Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin Books. 1974). p. 7. First
publishcd in 1931.
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Introduction to Themes and Concerns

some very unsavoury effects of the text of Revelation, which Lawrence goes on to
expose, for he recognises that:
. 1t has no doubt been the greatest source of inspiration of the vast
mass of Christian minds . . . since the first century, and we realize, to our
horror, that this 1s what we are up against today; not Jesus or Paul, but
John of Patmos.™

This might not be a scholarly view but it 1s daunting none the less to contemplate the

extremes of Revelation’s influence, ranging from Holman Hunt’s painting, ‘The Light of

the World’ to Munster or even Waco.

Nevertheless, certain scholars would agree with Lawrence as to the range and
impact of the Apocalypse’s etfect:

Throughout history Revelation not only has engendered speculation

about the course of history or the timing of the end events, but 1t has also

inspired Western cultural imaginations. More than any other book in the

Christian canon, Revelation has profoundly influenced Western art and

literature.”™’

For some time the analytical approaches taken to Revelation (see sections below
on late nineteenth and early twentieth-century scholarship, pp. 31-61) tended to obscure
its influence and rhetorical effectiveness. However, more recently even scholars working
on Revelation in the more traditional way have acknowledged the need for, and

legitimacy of, research in the Wirkungsgeschichte of the Apocalypse. L L Thompson’s

*Tbid.. p. 14.
YSchiissler Fiorenza. Revelation: Vision of a Just World. p. 18,
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Introduction to Themes and Concerns

work focuses primarily on the politics and sociology of Revelation’s Sitz im Leben.”* It

1s a study that is therefore grounded in the first century and the meaning of the text to its

first readers. However, Thompson states that:

The Book of Revelation 1s, then — like all texts — an ongoing
accomplishment, an ever-recurring acquisition. Further, none of us reads
it fresh in the Garden of Eden. We receive it in a tradition of readers who
connect us to the text — often through complicated, unrecognized links —

and who shape what we see.™
Thompson would even like to see the production of the history of the reading of
Revelation, though he recognises the daunting nature of such a task. However, he does
state that 1t 1s important for the modern reader and interpreter to “be as aware as
possible of the ‘tradition of readers’ through which he or she reads the Book of
Revelation. That awareness can often clarify conversation in a pluralistic context.””

Many volumes of research have been produced on the history of the
interpretation and ecclesiastical use of Revelation, and a number of them will be referred
to below, especially in Chapter Four. However, it 1s important to distinguish between

this kind of work and the research need that Raisdnen identifies. Work like that of

Bauckham,™ McGinn™, Patrides and Wittreich and others’’ is essentially ecclesiastical

**L L Thompson. The Book of Revelation: Apocalypse and Empirc (Oxford: Oxford University
Press. 1990).

bid.. p. 3.

Hbid.

'R Bauckham. Tudor Apocalypse (Oxford: Sutton Courtenay Press. 1978).

**B McGinn. Apocalyptic Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press. 1979).

*'C Patrides and J Wittreich (eds.). The Apocalypse in English Renaissance Thought and
Literaturc (Manchester: Manchester University Press. 1984): also C Burdon. The Apocalypse in
England: Revclation Unravelling. 1700-1834 (London: Macmillan. 1997).
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history. Generally speaking it does not deal with the relationship between the rhetoric of
the text, that is, 1its attempt to influence, and the actual influence it has had.

Some biblical scholars and church historians, however, are exploring the area of
Revelation’s influence although 1t 1s perhaps inevitable that there 1s overlap between this
and the history of ecclesiastic interpretation.” Some articles and monographs produced
in the last decade demonstrate the breadth of this field and the way 1t impacts on other
areas of academic and non-academic enquiry.” A further example of this is the
exhibition on the Apocalypse, planned to mark the end of the second Christian

millennium, which will be held at the British Museum from December 1999 *

4. Wirkungsgeschichte and History of Interpretation

The term Wirkungsgeschichte was first brought to prominence in religious
studies by Hans-Georg Gadamer although he did not apply it in a systematic way to
biblical research.”’ The work of Ulrich Luz, however, has done much to bring the history
of the influence of a biblical text within the bounds of New Testament study.

Every interpretation and critique 1s coloured by the critic’s own preconceptions
and shaped by his or her own personal and cultural agenda. (A critic being not only the
academic but rather any reader who seriously seeks meaning in the text.) So although

the historical critical method is still a productive method for the New Testament scholar

**Worth noting in this area. particularly regarding Revelation. are works like A W
Wainwright. Mysterious Apocalypse: Interpreting the Book of Revelation (Nashville: Abingdon. 1993).

*E.g. ] M Ford. “Visual Arts and the Apocalypse . Bible Today 34 (1996): 366-373. which
focuses primarily on painting and sculpture; G Maier, “Das Verstiandnis der Johanncsoffenbarung in
der Kirchengeschichte . Kerygma und Dogma 43 (1997): 151-163. which looks at how the
interpretation of Revelation aftects the way a community views the rest of the Bible: F R Mwombeki.
“The Book of Revelation in Africa . Word and World 15 (1995): 145-150. which examines the results
of certain reading strategics of Revelation in African Christianity.

A description of the exhibition is available on the World Wide Web at: www british. museum.
ac.uk/exhibitions/apocalypse/index. html

TRiisdnen. pp. 305-306.
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to use, there 1s a need to augment 1t with alternative strategies. Recognition of this has
given rise to many new and creattve approaches to biblical interpretation.
Luz 1s convinced that the history of the interpretation of a biblical book can

ereatly contribute to the understanding of it for both scholar and believer.** He defines

his terms thus:

History of interpretation 1s “the history of the interpretation of a text in

commentaries and other theological writings.”

Wirkungsgeschichte 1s “the history, reception, and actualisation of a text

in media other than the commentary, thus, e.g., 1n sermons, canonical
law, hymnody, art, and in the actions and suffering of the church.”
These two are closely related but 1t 1s important to recognise that the history of
influence, Wirkungsgeschichie, i1s inclusive of the history of interpretation. It therefore
includes the response of the first audience, a traditional area of interest for New
Testament studies. But it goes beyond this, and beyond the scientific study of scripture.
For Luz the function of Wirkungsgeschichte 1s not to write “an unbroken
overview of the history of influence in chronological sequence. Rather the history of
influence should aid in leading the interpretation of a text to our present time.” He hopes
also to alleviate “a major problem of historical-critical exegesis today (which) lies 1n
1solating a text in 1ts own time and its own situation of origin . . . thus preventing it from

speaking to the present time.”™

*“Luz. Matthew 1-7.p. 9.
PIbid.. p. 95
Ibid.. p. 96.
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Functionally “the history of interpretation and the history of influence are meant
to help us understand Aow each interpreter is influenced by the texts.” Thereby, “it

"® These histories also call

illuminates the prehistory of one’s pre-understanding.
attention to the power of the texts to become alive in each new situation. Thus
Wirkungsgeschichte can explore aspects of the text-reader relationship that might begin
to bridge the gult between biblical studies and hermeneutics, textual criticism and church
history.

Of course Wirkungsgeschichte has 1ts limitation. As Luz says “one does not yet
understand what the subject matter of the text means if one understands what 1t Aas
meant. 1t 1s an aid to ‘dealing with the subject matter itself” and helps to break through
from interpreting to understanding.” Through it we recall “the fullness of the potential
meaning which 1s inherent in biblical texts. It reminds us of the fact that biblical texts do
not have simply a set, closed meaning but are full of possibilities.”* So juxtaposing
varying interpretations from different centuries 1s not just done for curiosity, interesting
though 1t can be. Rather it demonstrates “that the texts are full of possibilities of
application which do not exclude each other.”’ Thus the reading or criticism of a text
need no longer be like examining the body of a long dead, though fascinating and noble
dinosaur. Rather 1t 1s the examination of a living, active text with which society has had
a dynamic and changing relationship.

Raisdnen seeks to define ‘eftective history’ (as he translates Wirkungsgeschichte)

by distinguishing it from both the formation of authoritative tradition and the history of

interpretation. It 1s inclusive of biblical influence on confessional traditions, but it goes

“Ibid.. p. 97. his emphasis.
*Ibid.. p. 98. his emphasis.
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beyond Luz’s understanding to include certain heterodox theologies as well as social and
political effects. What is more, it 1s important for the church to recognise that factors
other than the Bible have helped formulate their creeds and doctrine.*®

Raisdnen suggests different approaches and models for this kind of research
project. These include following the influence ot a particular pericope;, researching
general biblical influence on a particular culture, or time period; looking at specific social
1ssues 1n terms of biblical effect, such as the condemnation of homosexuality; and tracing

the influence of a particular theme.* But he is critical of the fact that, “Luz still confines

930

the ‘eftective history’ of the Bible to the church™, and would rather that it embraced a

broader perspective:
Important eftects of the Bible are palpable in areas nof limited to the
church: customs, legislation, politics, culture at large. Moreover, 1t 1s all-
important that one wrestle with the actual empirical effects of the Bible.
One must not succumb to the temptation of omitting harmful eftects in
order to prove say, the special authority of the Bible.”’

This 1s indeed an exciting and vast challenge to religious studies and 1t can only be hoped

that scholars continue to respond to 1t in increasing numbers.

S. The Aims of This Thesis

This thesis makes no attempt to be an exhaustive study of the influence of
Revelation or even the pericope of the seven messages of Revelation 2-3. In fact it

focuses on the repentance call in the message to the Laodiceans. However, from a

bid.. p. 99.
®Raisdnen. pp. 306-309.

*“Ibid.. pp. 318-319.
“Ibid.. p. 313.
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rhetorical critical and Wirkungsgeschichte perspective this i1s not an arbitrary or
whimsical choice, but one that has a bearing on the larger issue of the far-reaching
persuasive power of sacred texts generally, and prophetic utterance in particular. In
exploring the dynamic relationship between scripture and 1ts audience there i1s no better
place to start than with a call to repentance. For 1t 1s certain that a prophet’s address to a
back-slidden or spiritually lax community will have been uttered with the intent of
causing well defined behavioural changes in i1ts audience. It 1s therefore likely to contain
a clearly discernible rhetorical strategy’”.

The Christian community of Laodicea in the late first century CE was just such a
spiritually lax community, at least as portrayed by John. The imphed readers of the last
of the seven messages are spiritually blind, deluded and lukewarm. They are called upon
to make specified changes to their behaviour, morality and ideology. The rhetorical
situation implied in the text 1s therefore a rich and dynamic one. The decision to focus
primarily on the Laodicean repentance call i1s also based on the fact that its history of
influence contains unusual episodes that make the text’s eftect more evident. Certain
interpretive communities have read it as applying specifically, or even exclusively to
them, to the extent of believing 1t to be an inspired prediction of their nation or believing
community. This has led to a hyper-dynamic relationship with the text and a
susceptibility to its rhetorical strategy. Such communities considered themselves to be

addressed in a manner and with a prophetic directness that had probably not happened

since the primary audience of Asia Minor first received John’s letter. The history of this

'bid.. pp. 313-314. His emphasis.

*~See B Wicklander. Prophecy as Literature: A Text-Linguistic and Rhetorical Approach to
Isaiah 2-4. Coniectanea Biblica Old Testament Series. 22 (Malmé: CWK Gleerup. 1984). especially the
section on literary itent, pp. 226-241.
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effect, on two distinct historical communities, 1s explored in Chapters Four and Five,
below.

In the larger analysis, sacred texts and utterances are part of a stream of literary
influence, or consciousness, extending into the past and future from the point of the
text’s mittal composition. As Luz says:

The biblical texts themselves are the result of a history of effects because

they are not the ultimate point of departure nor the ultimate authority but

products of human reception, human experiences, and human history. . .

Thus the conception of “history of effects” reminds us of the human,

historical, secondary character of our texts.”

By ‘texts’ Luz is referring to the synoptic Gospels, but for Revelation it 1s equally as
valid to go beyond Wirkungsgeschichte, as defined above, and explore a history of
eftfects — plural. All New Testament texts — from the level of pericope, through book, to

corpus - have a post-production influence, but they have also been created by a complex

collection of influences.

Thus, they have a pre-existence 1n the literary and theological influences operating
upon their authors and their first audiences. They also have a contemporary existence
relating to their primary audience, their inter-textual relationships with the rest of the
work (and maybe even other works if they are read as a part of a canon, corpus or
sacred collection) and they have a polyvalent Sitz im Leben. Lastly, and open-endedly,
they have a post-existence in their Wirkungsgeschichte, as discussed above.

This thesis will try to explore all these aspects of Rev 3:14-22, the Laodicean

message, primarily in the context of the rhetorical dynamic of the repentance call. Other
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aspects of the Laodicean pericope, the seven letters, and Revelation as a whole will be
explored in order to establish the background, context and setting.
The approach taken to the messages in the early era of historical-critical analysis
of Revelation was enlightening in many respects. However, it was problematic in that 1t
lead to the messages being viewed as separate to the rest of the Apocalypse. It also drew
attention away from the literary power of the text and the author’s rhetorical intent.
More recent literary approaches have opened the text up in a different way and
rhetorical criticism in particular has focused on the persuasive power of the text,”” a
power that is also evident when the history of its effect is studied.
It is therefore hoped that this study will provide illumination in a number of areas,

including;

e Tracing the influence of certain prophetic forms and 1deas.

e Exploring the power of a text to influence and persuade.

e Examining how the author sought to effectuate change via his rhetorical method.

e [ooking for indicators that, even in unorthodox interpretations, some of the intent of
the original author can remain and still be influential.

e Tracing how the value of a particular text, within an interpretive community, 1s

effected and changed by the hermeneutical strategy employed to interpret it.

6. The Text and the Audience

Finally a word about texts, their authors and their audiences as they will be dealt

with in this thesis, 1s necessary here.

**Luz. Matthew in History. p. 23.
“‘Rhetorical Criticism of Revelation is analysed in some detail below:. pp. 70-78.
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Particularly with the rhetorical analysis of repentance calls there is something to
be gained from studying the perspective of the reader as well as the writer. But, by
including actual ‘reader-responses’ selected from the history of the interpretation of
Revelation, extra illumination can be shed on the reader-text dynamics that operate
within the Apocalypse. Because the interpretive communities selected here believed
themselves specifically to be identified and addressed, their response and the eftect of
the text are accentuated. As this 1s incorporated into the thesis as a whole I believe it
will assist the reader in following a long stream of influence in religious thinking and
history, an influence obscured for a time by more extreme applications of the historical-

critical (or archaeological context) method.

When an audience or community accepts a text as canonical ‘Scripture’ they
submit to 1ts authority and accept its truth claims, at least within certain cultural
parameters.” There are many factors involved in this text/audience relationship but they
include the fact that “in the final canonical form of the text the redactor prepared 1t for

9136

an authoritative role within the communal context.”™ Thus a call for change and

repentance cannot simply be ignored. Although, as Watson goes on to show clearly, just
because a text 1s accepted as canonical does not mean that a community will agree on its
meaning even though they agree on its level of authority.”’ Hence, the repentance call
may be adapted or transferred when those recetving the message deflect it onto another
contemporary audience and thereby shift their rhetorical position in the dialogue from

that of reader to author. That is, they identify with the implied writer and redirect his call

ff "R Detweciler. "What is a Sacred Text?”. Semeia 31 (1985): 213-230. especially pp. 223-228.
“"Watson. p. 43.
“'Ibid.. pp. 30-45.
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to those they deem to be in particular need of hearing the words of castigation. Evidence

of this type of response to the text will be shown below.
This study also accepts that “the significance of the final form of the biblical text

> This preference for the

1S that 1t alone bears witness to the full history of revelation.
final form 1s the most productive to take when looking at rhetorical analysis and the

history of textual effects. It will generally be taken as the norm throughout the thesis.

B. The Study of Revelation 2 and 3 from the Late Nineteenth Century
to the Late Twentieth Century

1. Early Gilants

In the study of the book of Revelation the work of R H Charles™ is rightly seen

as a watershed, both in English language studies and beyond®’. In particular Charles’

two volume commentary in the International Critical Commentary series casts a long

shadow into twentieth-century Revelation studies. Despite being written over eighty

years ago it continues to inform Bible students and must still be taken into account by
critics. Many of Charles” views and findings, that were originally ground breaking, are
now disputed or abandoned by contemporary writers on Revelation. But 1t 1s still

necessary for those engaged in the study of the Apocalypse to have a good reason for

**Childs. Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture. pp. 75-76.

*’R H Charles. Studies in the Apocalypse (Edinburgh: T & T Clark. 1915). A Critical and
Exegetical Commentary on the Revelation of St. John. Vol. I-II. International Critical Commentary
(Edinburgh: T & T Clark. 1920). Lectures on the Apocalypse (London: Oxford Umiversity Press. 1922).

*Reference to Charles and recognition of his contribution to the study of Revelation are to be
found far and wide: ¢.g. E B Allo. Saint Jean, L.”Apocalypse (Paris. Librairie Lecofire. 1933). p.
cclxviii. Lohmeyer. E Die Offenbarung des Johannes. Handbuch zum Neuen Testament. 16 (Tibingen.
] C B Mohr. 1926). pp 2-3. Andr¢ Feuillet. calls Charles commentary a "monumental work and “this
masterpiece” in his survey of work on Revelation. A Feuillet. The Apocalypse (New York: St Paul
Publications. 1965). p. 12. Manyv other accolades and influences could be shown.
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contradicting Charles. His views, and legacy in relation to the study of Revelation 2-3,
will be analysed below (pp. 52-59).

Charles 1s not the only early twentieth-century, English language scholar to
make a long lasting mark on the study of Revelation. Particularly for the study of
Revelation 2 and 3, John’s ‘letters’ to the seven churches of Asia Minor, an earlier work
set the agenda, tone and ge<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>