

[image: ]

Bodily Fictions
Ενότητα: Beauty
Χριστίνα Ντόκου, Christina Dokou
Τμήμα Αγγλικής Γλώσσας και Φιλολογίας, Φιλοσοφική Σχολή
Faculty of English Language and Literature, School of Philosophy




1.	Susan Sontag	3
2.	Alice Walker: «Beauty: When the other dancer is the self»	3
3.	Jean Baudrillard	3
3.1	From America: «New York»	3
3.1.1	Definition of New York	3
3.1.2	NY marathon as marathon as masochistic agony of «I did it!» cult of machinized body	3
3.1.3	Asepsis and cleanliness	4
3.1.4	Cult of the body	4
3.1.5	Anorexia	4
3.1.6	Sex	4



	Σελίδα 2


[bookmark: _Toc290290052][bookmark: _Toc416642053]Susan Sontag
[bookmark: _Toc337755247]U.S. cultural critic and theoretician, scholar and activist (esp. on issues of pop culture and the ailing body)
1.1. «Beauty»
· From classical wholeness of beauty to Christian division of virtue from beauty
· As feminine attribute, demeaning
· Fragments female body into parts
· Obligation of impossible perfection
· A false power – requires validation by male gaze
· We need to redefine beauty in all its dimensions (c/c classics ; balanced education ;Immanuel Kant’s df of the beautiful ; Elaine Scarry’s df in Beauty and Being Just)
[bookmark: _Toc290290053][bookmark: _Toc416642054]Alice Walker: «Beauty: When the other dancer is the self»

· [bookmark: _Toc337755248]Walker’s thematic of «ugly ducklings» with inner beauty/strength
· B-b gun accident : gender politics «embodied»
· «Beauty is in the eye of the beholder»
· «You did not change» lie VS final positive view of scars and wrinkles
·  Adventures, world experience, lesson in self-esteem
· C/c Teiresias: the benefit of blindness
· What does the title mean?
[bookmark: _Toc290290054][bookmark: _Toc416642055]Jean Baudrillard
French port-structuralist sociologist critic and philosopher, author of Simulacra and Simulations. What do recent turns towards vegetarianism, strict anti-smoking laws, anti-fur movement, abortion controversy, gay marriages signify for cultural attidutes re: the body?
[bookmark: _Toc290290055][bookmark: _Toc416642056]From America: «New York»
[bookmark: _Toc290290056][bookmark: _Toc416642057]Definition of New York
· Huge, living, violent, fascinating body, yet composed of any individuals
· Breakdancing as dance macabre-not celebration of body, but death-spasm, derision of organicity
[bookmark: _Toc290290057][bookmark: _Toc416642058]NY marathon as marathon as masochistic agony of «I did it!» cult of machinized body
· Body must prove it exists via suffering
· Jogging as death-trance, self mortification, not knowing how to stop
[bookmark: _Toc290290058][bookmark: _Toc416642059]Asepsis and cleanliness
· A smile of no warmth
· Fear of death and life
· Indifference for life

[bookmark: _Toc290290059][bookmark: _Toc416642060]Cult of the body
· Overcherished, because no belief in the afterlife
· Vanity, but not true pleasure, sterile narcissism
· Like a hobby («into»), not an actuality
· Our brains become computerized, screen scenarios (psychoanalysis as andless editing forestalling death)

[bookmark: _Toc290290060][bookmark: _Toc416642061]Anorexia
· Self-hatred of an obese, glutted, consumerist society
· «I lack nothing, not even food»
· Fear of future nemesis, that the affluent might starve
[bookmark: _Toc290290061][bookmark: _Toc416642062]Sex
· Replaced by gender (as social pose)
· Sexless society, androgynous look, gender bender
· Biological sex not an «essential» category of being
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[bookmark: _GoBack]
Χρηματοδότηση
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