American Legends

Evérnra: Strongmen
XpioTiva NTtokou, Christina Dokou
Tunpa AyyAikig MNwooag kal @iAoAoyiag, PINOCOPIKR X0AR

Faculty of English Language and Literature, School of Philosophy




w0 N

RS (0] e | 11T o PRSPPI 3
The Warrior WOMEN .......oooiiiii e 3
Mike Fink (1770 Pittsburg -1822 YelloWwStoNe RIVEI) .......ciiiiiiiiiiccie et 3
PAUI BUNY@IN ...ttt 4

2elida 2



1. Strongmen
e Long hunter (Natty Bumppo in James Fenimore Cooper’s Leatherstocking Tales)
e Backwoodsman
e Hunter/trapper

e Logger
¢ Mountain-man
e pioneers

e “faith in the portable, portable faith” (Stephen Fender)
e rugged individualist
o effects of early frontier life on the individual
o the American “noble savage”
o American man as half-monstrous, half-beast
o (public) tall boast, tall tale/yarn, rip-roarers, slang (later liar’s clubs)

What kind of model of masculinity/femininity do those legends present?

2. The Warrior Woman

o Why “scary”, “ugly”, “creature”, “Mad” Ann Hennis?

e gender-bending and performativity (Judith Butler); androgyny

o family destroyed by frontier life

e ambivalent relation to Natives
o villains, she destroys them
o gets tomahawk and warrior skills from them (berdash)
o the harnessing of threatening female power:

marriage, work for US Army

3. Mike Fink (1770 Pittsburg -1822 Yellowstone River)

e river system as first commercial/settler route network
e keelboats and boradhorn flatboats
o ‘“helliferocious” archetype of rampant individualist
o “Kentucky-style” fighting, machismo and misogyny, racism
¢ Natives presented as cannibals, rapists, cowards, prostitutes, worthless
e tortures saintly wife Peg
e tugs at squaw as if to split her, hits her
e shows more affection for rifle “Betsy”
o fights with and murders “son”, dies of guilt

e Why is such a figure lionized?
o “getting the (dirty) job done”
¢ what causes his misogynistic behavior?
o Puritan condemnation of “sin” as feminine”
o Envy, survival psychology, women as cause of fight (Trojan War)
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o Homosociality

his daughter an “unwomanly” copy of him:
pretty, superpowerful and patriotic, but

attacks mama bear

works only for male institution (US army)

why no sons for Fink? Sal and Peg as anima

. Paul Bunyan

“fakelore” (Richard Dorson)
maybe a Canadian axman, Paul Pierre Bonhomme/Bonjon/Bunyon
Red River Lumber Co. logo
Newspaper stories by cartoonist W.B. Laughead (1906/14)
giant lumberjack at Northern Canadian border (daughter Peg a logger too);
o pipeline (oil) driller in the South;
o brother Cal Bunyan a railroad worker
Bunyan as synonym for huge might of U.S. industry
o Jean Baudrillard’s “the astral and the primitive”
o symbol of carefree, unthinking nature despoilment
o giant mosquitobees, beasts, rough terrain: fabulistic nature provides excuse for its
own despoilment

flood, Big Onion river move, duststorms, Puget Sound hole from uprooted tree, the

Mississippi as burst watertank, straightening river, tides of Nova Scotia, Grand Canyon by

axe-drag, etc: affects U.S. landscape (C/c terraforming Trickster)

true American: rough, hard-working, a fellow, businessman, innovative, practically-taught, no

culture yet outsmarts Johnny Inkslinger to work for him

homosocial traits:

a. Babe/Benny, the Little Blue Ox: force of icy nature,
but has feminine traits, more “ladyfriend” than “companion” (saved, a pet, faithful,
helpmeet, capricious, gluttonous, mischievous, fat/lazy, not too smart-can be tricked, gets
gifts from Paul, called “she” in “Pipeline Days”)

b. Paul’s “wife” a peg-leg hag

Babe’s cow-wife, Betsy, not too popular

d. Paul dances the woman'’s part with the 7 Axmen

o
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ZnUEIWHAT
Znueiwpa loTopikou Ekd60ewv ‘Epyou

To mapoév épyo atroTeAei Tnv €kdoon 1.0.

2nueiwpa Avagopdg

Copyright EBvikév kal KatrodioTpiakov MNMavemoTtiuiov ABnvwy, XpioTiva NTékou, 2014. XpioTiva
NT1ékou «American Legends, Strongmeny. 'Ekdoon: 1.0. ABAva 2014. AiaBéoipo atrd Tn dI-KTUAKI)
dleuBuvon: http://opencourses.uoa.gr/courses/ENL1/.

Znueiwpa Ad£10d6TnONG

To mapdv UAIKO diaTiBeTal pe Toug 6poug TnG adeiag Xpriong Creative Commons Avagopd, Mn
Eutropik Xprion Mapdpoia Aiavoun 4.0 [1] | yetayevéoTepn, AieBviig ‘Exkdoon. Efaipolvtal Ta
QUTOTEAR £pya TRITWV TT.X. PWTOYPAPIES, dIaYPAUMUATA K.A.TT., TA OTTOIA EPTTEPIEXOVTAI O QUTO KAl TA
oTToia ava@épovTal padi e Toug 6poug XPAOoNG Toug 0To «Znueiwpa Xpriong Epywv Tpitwv».

©0Ce

[1] http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

Q¢ Mn Eptropikn opiletal n xpron:

e TTOU O¢eVv TTEPINAPPBAVEI AUEDO 1) EUUETO OIKOVOUIKO OPEANOG ATTO TNV XPriON TOou £pyOu, Yid TO
dlavopéa Tou €pyou Kal adelodoxo

e TTOU O¢eVv TTEPIAAPPBAVEI OIKOVOMIKA ouvaAAayr wg TTpouTré0eon yia Tn Xprion f Tpdcacn oTo
£pyo

e TTOU dev TTPOCTTOPICEl OTO dlavouEa Tou €pyou Kal adeIodOX0 EUPETO OIKOVOUIKO OQENOG (TT.X.
dlagnuioeig) atrdé TNV TTPOROAN Tou £€pyou o€ dIadIKTUOKS TOTTO

O dikaioUx0g pTTOPE Va TTapéXEl OTOV adEIOdOX0 EeXwWPIOTA AdEIa va XPNOIUOTIOIEI TO £€PYO YIa
EMTTOPIKA XPron, EQOCOV auTo Tou ¢NTNOEI.

AlatApnon ZnUEIWPATWY

o OTr0100ATTOTE avaTtTapaywyr f 8IaoKeur Tou UAIKOU Ba TTPETTEl va CUPTTEPIAGUBAVEL:
e TO Znueiwpa Avagpopdg

e TO Znueiwpa AdeIodATNONG

o TN dNAwon AlaTApnong ZNUEIWUATWY

e 1O Znueiwpa XpAong Epywv Tpitwv (e@doov uTTapxel)

Madi pue Toug ouvOodEUBEVOUG UTTEPCUVOETIOUG.
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XpnuatodoTnon

To TTapdv eKTTAIOEUTIKO UAIKO £XEI QVATITUXBOEI OTO TTAQICIO TOU EKTTAIOEUTIKOU £PYOU TOU

O10doKovTa.

To épyo «AvolkTa Akadnuaikd Madiuara oto MavemoTApio ABnvwv» £Xel
XPNUaTodoTACE! HOVO TN avadIapopPwaoT) TOU EKTTAIOEUTIKOU UAIKOU.

To épyo uloTroigital 0T0 TTAQioI0 Tou ETTIXEIpNOIoKoU Mpoypdupatog «EkTTaideuon kai Al
Biou Mabnon» kai auyxpnuatodoreital atré Tnv EupwTraiki ‘Evwon (Eupwtraikd Koivwviké
Tapeio) kal atrd €BVIKOUG TTOPOUG.

Evpwmnaikn ‘Evwon
Evpwmnaiké Kowvwviké Tapeio

EMXEIPHZIAKO MPOIPAMMA
EKI'IAIAEYZH KAI AIA BIOY MAGHZH J 2E0.27r2|@A

=] Jowivono  w overut
YNOYPIrEIO NAIAEIAL KAl OPHIKEYMATAON  EYPONAIKO KOINONIKO TAMEIO

EIAIKH YNHPEZIA AIAXEIPIZHZX

Me tn ouyxpnuatrodotnon tng EAAGdag kat tn¢ Evpwnaiknig Evwong
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